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Over 800 pages containing ammunition information on rimfire, centerfire, and shotshell cartridges,

including history and development, illustrations and facts! A great source for hunters, shooters, and

reloaders!
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Michael "Mike" Bussard has been a familiar face in the firearms and ammunition industries for over

40 years. His areas of expertise include firearms and ammunition design, research and

development, ballistics, marketing, sales, advertising, promotion, and consulting. During his career,

he has been employed by such well-known companies as: Federal (twice), Norma, Israel Military

Industries, Fiocchi, RUAG, Sierra Bullets, SIG, Barrett, and Sturm Ruger. Mike has also served as a

technical consultant to many ammunition manufacturers, including PPU, Swartklip, Brenneke,

Precision Ammunition, Olympic Ammunition, Mossberg, H&K, and Steyr. Mike has designed five

new cartridges, numerous individual loads, and several complete product lines (such as Federal's

Premium line), in addition to three handguns and two rifles. During his career, Mike has also worked

with government agencies such as the U.S. Army Advanced Marksmanship Training Unit, Navy

Shooting Team, Marine Corps Shooting Team, U.S. Secret Service, Federal Bureau of

Investigation, Border Patrol, U.S. Army Material Command, California Highway Patrol, Illinois State

Police, and many other law enforcement agencies, in addition to assisting the U.S. Olympic

Shooting Team. For over 10 years, Mike worked on the technical staff of the American Rifleman



magazine, and became the Technical Editor. He is the author of numerous magazine articles,

manuals, and two books, including The NRA Firearms Sourcebook. He also edited the 7th Edition of

Cartridges of the World.

This is only the second volume but it is on its fifth printing now and each new printing adds new

material and information. The older volumes are still highly useful for the general sportsman and

collector.

The book covers in nice detail, many of the items in my collection, however there are a number of

obsolete cartridges that are not covered that i have and would like to have more information on.

Computer images do not do justice in the front sections of he book, and actual size photos would be

an advantage in future editions. The measurements given are excellent for identification of suspect

cartridges, and overall, I am happy with my purchase, but it could have been better.

Even better than first.

Well done

Found it a detailed reference for small arms ammo, but was hoping for more info on cartridges up to

37mm. Good value !

Exellent book sharing the history of ammunition development, ballistic information and mathematic

formulas that will help anyone interested in expanding their knowledge of firearms and ammunition.

Very well written, easy to read, an enjoyable book.

An interesting book, not quite what I expected. Very similar to Cartridges of the World.

In the 840 or so pages of this large format book, there are about 350 pages of written information

covering an awful lot of general information on ammunition. This includes bullet and cartridge design

and manufacturing, ballistics (internal, external, and terminal), history, and much more. The other

450 or so pages cover descriptions, dimensions, specifications, history and general comments on

virtually every cartridge ever put into production for rifles, pistols or shotguns.I was rather surprised

to find the book was so fascinating to read. I mean, what can you say about ammunition that isn't



covered in the reloading manuals? How could you possibly spend 350 pages writing about bullets,

cases, powders and primers. I was wrong. There is a tremendous amount of interesting information

here that I've never seen anywhere else. I found that I spent several evenings almost devouring

every word.Caution: It did make me think that I needed a new rifle or two in some strange calibers.
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